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Spartak, Interdisciplinair Platform voor Oost-Europa - Interdisciplinary Platform for Eastern Europe

Training Course Underground Voices


Essential info
· Travel days: Friday, August 23rd and Friday, August 30th 2013
· There is no participation fee
· 70% of the travel costs will be refunded
· Accommodation and food will be provided
· Contact: Oana Koulpy – oana@platformspartak.eu / 
· Location: Eindhoven, The Netherlands

Summary
Between August 23rd and 30th 2013, sixteen youth workers from The Netherlands, Germany, Poland, Latvia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Macedonia, Kosovo, Turkey, Georgia, Moldova and Russia will participate in the Training Course "Underground Voices: Creative expression as a source for community development" in Eindhoven. The Training Course organised by Platform Spartak aims to investigate the creative expression as an instrument of civic engagement in Europe. This will be reached by the establishment of a transnational and cross-sectoral learning platform, in which methodologies and best practices will be shared. The focus will be on methodologies of mapping underground voices and connecting local communities in various countries.
The Training Course will contain sessions on culture and identity, intercultural learning, working in diverse communities, cross-sectorial work and working with culture as building stones for sustainable communities. An excursion to the highly regarded Van Abbe Museum should inspire the youth workers to work with arts in their communities. Participants will collaborate in the development of future local and international projects around these topics.
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Content and themes
Aim
The Training Course "Underground Voices" aims to investigate the creative expression as an instrument of civic engagement in Europe. This will be reached by the establishment of a transnational and cross-sectorial learning platform, in which methodologies and best practices will be shared. The focus will be on methodologies of mapping underground voices and connecting local communities in various countries.
Specific objectives
· Inspire youth workers to work with culture in their local communities
· Bringing local methodologies and practices on a European level
· Coach youth workers to become more interculturally sensitive
· Boost local initiatives to strengthen communities

Participants
Profile of the participant
· Works in a youth organization active on a local level involving the community
· Has a focus on creative projects or is interested to have one
· Age 20 – 30
· Interested to scale up the local work of their organization to a European level
· Open to work in cross-sectorial projects
· Motivated to participate actively in the training course

Working methods
Interactivity will be the key in all workshops, discussions, and other activities. A large array of non-formal educational methods and techniques will be used in order to address the differing needs of various participants (preparing,  working on, or evaluating). The TC’s motor is an intercultural learning process stimulating creativity, active participation and initiative by the participants themselves.

Follow-up
The training will be focused on providing methodologies and sharing best practices for the representation of unheard voices and subcultures within local communities. Once back home, the participants will be able to use their new competences to develop projects aiming at mapping and including unrepresented groups. In this way we expect that our project will have an impact at local communities level and that it will raise the ability of youth organizations of developing culturally inclusive projects. The use of social media for representing unheard community voices and to catalyze the need for change and transformation will strengthen the role of civil society, thus contributing to strong local communities.
During the project, the best practices and the methodologies will be shared on a digital platform. 

Location and venue
The Training Course will take place in ' Kampeerboerderij de Molenvelden' (camping farm), located in the village of Eersel. (http://kampeerboerderijdemolenvelden.nl)
 The location is close to the airport of Eindhoven and the transfer from the airport will be done by car. For the participants arriving at Amsterdam Schipol, the transfer will be made from the Eindhoven train staion.

Travel reimbursement
The organizers of the Training Course will cover and refund 70% of all your tickets – please use cheap means of transport and please do not forget to save all tickets, receipts, boarding passes etc. We need them to prove that you actually made the trip. Travel insurance costs cannot be reimbursed.
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