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Description:

Summary of the project 

This Exchange is planned to provide guidance to participants in developing their knowledge and understanding of cultural diversity throughout its implementation.

During the eight day programme young people from seven countries with different cultural backgrounds will be involved in planning and organising their own activities, experience a decision -making processes, responsibilities and to witness a new culture and values. They will work together in collecting and testing different creative and peaceful games that their parents played in the past, instead of the violent ones that are present today. The games will assist in the promotion of multi-cultural understanding which is closely related to aspects of personal and social development where participant’s self-esteem is promoted and participants are encouraged to think about and respect the feelings of others. The project will help to re-discover the fun of learning and playing together, trying games played in other counties and cultures, as well as offering participants the chance to share their own favourites. Structured activities such as: collecting peaceful and creative games, research, adjustment and preparation for displaying on web pages with the collected games, community field trips will offer the participants an opportunity to learn about themselves learn more about other cultures and ultimately change their lives and communities.
Objectives and priorities 

It is important to recognise that providing multicultural resources for play is insufficient in promoting understanding unless the resources are used positively to teach about other lifestyles and cultures through discussion, sharing personal experiences and developing understanding.

This Exchange is planned to enable all participants to gain a sense of belonging to a common world, understanding of each country’s heritage, literature, arts, cultural background, as well as the language. Knowledge of different aspects of culture can be developed including dress, language, traditions and customs, music, art, dance, and games.

 In order to be able to empathise with others, participants will need to explore their own personal and cultural identities and feelings and express their views through play and talk, and other forms of representation.

The goal of this Exchange is to encourage cultural exchanges and friendship between participants from six different countries with different social, ethnic, national and religious background and give them an opportunity through joint work to improve the quality of formal, informal and non-formal education. It will include both on- and off-line activities focused on the folk games that the participants feel are representative of the spirit of their home country. The games will provide a cultural medium, allowing participants to gain deeper understanding of other cultures, in a fun and interesting way. 

Objectives of the project:

· To collect traditional games and save this cultural heritage for coming generations
· To become aware about the importance of peaceful games and exercises.

· To prepare the games for organisational websites, featuring lots of traditional games, including nuts-and-bolts information about how to play games, and guidance on how to help children enjoy group activities. There's also a fun game builder tool that allows visitors to upload their own versions of games on the websites.

· To build database of collected games
Participants also will :

•Become aware of their own cultural identity and that of others through a range of planned, and incidental, practical educational experiences.

• Learn about different backgrounds and lifestyles, to respect them equally and appreciate the varied contributions of different cultures within Europe.

Initially participants will gain knowledge and understanding about various cultures through experiences related to their daily lives, their families, homes, friends and neighbourhood.

• As well as learning about the distinctive culture participants will learn about other cultures that are part of the diverse society in Macedonia.

Through the participation participants will have an opportunity to experience life in a multi-cultural society which means that participants will learn to value diversity, respect each other’s differences and their right to their own lifestyles and beliefs. The Exchange will enable to the participants to reach their potential, irrespective of disability, gender, race, ethnic origin, culture or language.

Participants will develop knowledge, concepts and skills that build on their personal experiences, and equip them for a role in society through a learning environment that reflects each culture appropriately and provides activities that are suitably planned and resourced.

Project content and methodology 

We expect that this Exchange will be a great learning opportunity for the participants for a number of 
reasons. Besides the games that will promote a lot of about their culture, young people will learn 
about themselves, other people and their place in the society. They will learn about cultural differences among the countries and how to accept and respect them. Collecting and making the selection and the editing of the games the participants will also practice their management abilities. In addition they will develop their skills and knowledge for the team work and the communication skills as well. There will be created an excellent platform for intercultural discovering as a tool of intercultural learning. The whole concept of this Youth Exchange is to be completely interactive, promoting active participation of youth in each of its aspects. The programme is developed in a way that it would encourage young people to participate actively in the work, share their ideas and experiences, be creative and imaginative. This is very important for the aims we want to achieve. Involving many practical activities we want to promote the method of learning – by – experience. At certain points, the young participants will actually lead the programme. In this way they would also be able to suit the contents of this Exchange to their concrete needs.

In view of the Project objectives and the proposed final product (a link on the web pages with 
collected games) it will be necessary of classification of collected games, their interpretation, illustration and adaptation for the web page, for what  young participants will be working in different groups. Summing up the working methods that will be used and various activities of the project, the project itself gives an opportunity to young people to learn from working atmosphere and to function successfully in the culture world. The planned activities give them space for joint work to achieve maximum benefit from them and discover their own and other cultures, developing a significant relationship with their peers. These factors along with the useful knowledge and abilities to participate in areas of creative expression will help them to break the barriers among differences in the cultures and identify the culture and tradition as common languages for expression. 
 Youth leaders are responsible for assuring that the activities and methods used during the exchange allow for active participation, provoke self- understanding and demonstrate that success is possible.

Each organisation will begin with preparation for this trip. The group and the leaders will be identified and the logistics will be finalised. The groups will prepare for this trip combining the cultural activities with the artistic activities. Young people will be involved in the project at the very beginning. They should do research and collect traditional games asking local people, their parents and relatives. They should write a short description about the game, its history and origin. They will collect all categories – from traditional games to competitive ones to the games based on universal patterns on human behaviours from the part of traditional culture.
 It will be particularly important for them to see that not all games are universal, there is cultural variety; every culture has some kinds of games which are specifically its own. Facilitators are being asked to work with the group and observe every stage of preparation.

Each partner group must plan and prepare their own presentation in music, dance, traditional and cultural activities. The Macedonian partner as the host are also planning the accomodation and food for the duration of the visit along with sourcing the facilitators for the workshops. There is regular contact by e-mail. An Advanced Planning Visit  will be prepared  where the partners will get a chance to see the venue and confirm all the plans. This will also allow us to sort out any difficulties if they arise.

Travel Costs:

Reimbursement of travel costs will only be done upon full attendance in the YE programme and presentation the original tickets with boarding passes and receipt/invoices.
Reimbursement will be done in EURO, regardless of the currency indicated on your ticket and receipt/invoice. 
! Note: Please note if you bought your ticket in your local currency which might be different than EUR, we will calculate your travel costs according to the exchange rates from official European Commission web-site for the month of ticket purchase http://ec.europa.eu/budget/inforeuro/index.cfm?Language=en 
!!!! Note:  Please make the copies of your tickets and invoices before you will come to the training. 
	Country 
	100% of travel costs 
 
	70% of travel costs per participant

	Serbia 
	140 euro
	98  euro

	Portugal
	650 euro
	455 euro

	Czech Republic 
	450 euro
	315 euro

	Romania 
	250 euro
	175 euro

	Italy 
	580 euro
	406 euro


Health insurance:

Health insurance is not provided by the organizers. All participants are required to purchase health insurance individually. 
Contact:

If you need help, have questions or need further information please contact:

Valentina Joshevska (Cre-Act-Ive, Macedonia), phone: +389 70 468 052 (mobile), e-mail: jvalentina@cre-act-ive.org
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